THE  LEARNED   BOY

"The just mementos that, though silent, show

a Whence thy correction and improvements flow;

" Beholding these, thou wilt confess their power,

"And feel the shame of this important hour.                      550

"Hadst thou been humble, I had first designed
" By care from folly to have freed thy mind;
" And, when a clean foundation had been laid,
"Our priest, more able, would have lent his aid.
"But thou art weak, and force must folly guide,
"And thou art vain, and pain must humble pride.
"Teachers men honour, learners they allure$
" But learners teaching of contempt are sure;
" Scorn is their certain meed, and smart their only cure!"